REVIEWS OF BOOKS, 


Modern Surgery, General and Operative. By John 
Chalmers Da Costa, M.D. Fourth Edition. Philadelphia: 
W. B. Saunders & Co., 1903. 

Five years ago we presented a review of the second edition 
of this book. It seemed to us at that time that it filled no particu¬ 
lar place, and simply added to the already large category of 
unnecessary medical publications. Of this fourth edition we shall 
have to say something different. It fills a place, and is a credit 
to the high class of surgical publications which the advancements 
of the time have made necessary. We have no greater criticism 
to offer than this: it is so unlike and so superior in every respect 
to the first edition that it should not be called an edition of the 
same book. The old book has had its defects revised out of it, 
and so much added and amplified that it is indeed a new publi¬ 
cation. 

The book before us is well written and satisfying. The text 
is modern. Indeed, there arc references in the text to publications 
which had appeared but two months before the book was on the 
market. The value of the work is greatly enhanced by numerous 
references. There are valuable statistics compiled from the gen¬ 
eral literature, and quotations from the most recent articles pub¬ 
lished upon many surgical subjects. The whole work has a 
thoroughly up-to-date character. 

The first chapter is devoted to bacteriology. This is brief 
but sufficient. The different germicidal agents are taken up and 
described systematically. There is an excellent description of 
the uses and character of corrosive sublimate. 

Serum therapy is discussed in its relation to surgical dis¬ 
eases. The author warns against many of the unscientific and 
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sensational claims that are made for this treatment. “ It is our 
duty to study, experiment, and observe, and to reach a conclusion 
only after honest, careful, and thorough investigation. A little 
scepticism is as yet a safe rule.” 

The chapter on asepsis and antisepsis is one of the best on 
this subject that we have seen. The subject of repair is well 
presented. The reparative method in each of the structures of the 
body is taken up separately. Under surgical fevers all of the 
fever-producing conditions are taken up separately. Besides the 
fevers ordinarily described, we find described the fevers of iodo¬ 
form absorption, ptyalisin or mercurial fever, fever of morphin¬ 
ism, fever of cocaine poisoning, hepatic fever, hysterical fever, 
emotional fever, etc. 

The etiology of tumors is fully and judiciously considered. 
The recent discussions concerning the etiology of cancer are 
referred to, but no partisan position assumed. 

We are glad to encounter in a text-book the statement that 
" the radical treatment of varix of the leg often does good, often 
relieves some annoying condition, but rarely absolutely cures." 
The truth of this will be more fully appreciated when surgeons 
follow for a longer time and make a more careful study of the 
later histories of these cases. 

The operation of Matas for aneurism is fully described. 
Under the treatment of luemorrhage, the author gives fifty rules 
for the arrest of primary haemorrhage. 

Bristow’s reports of cases of evulsion of the brachial plexus 
are described. The section on cranial topography is worthy of 
note. Concussion • of the brain is not made clear. Under the 
subject intracranial tumors we encounter the new, yet not gener¬ 
ally accepted, view that “ no region of the body is so liable to 
tumors as the brain.” 

The chapters on the surgery of the spine and the surgery 
of the chest arc good. Fowler’s paper on the surgical treatment 
of intrathoracic tuberculosis is freely quoted. Of particular value 
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is the chapter on abdominal injuries. After a general discussion 
of the diagnosis of abdominal injuries, the author takes up in 
order contusions of the abdominal wall without injury to viscera, 
then injuries with damage to the peritoneum or the viscera, then 
rupture of the stomach without external wound, and finally rup¬ 
ture of the intestine without external wound. These are given 
very practical treatment. Methods for the identification of the 
different segments of the bowel are given. 

The author’s views upon the subject of the operative treat¬ 
ment of appendicitis are the views which are now most generally 
accepted by American surgeons. Intestinal surgery is presented 
as one of the best features of the book. All of the best of the 
operations for gastro-enterostomy and intestinal anastomosis are 
described and illustrated. 

Of the operations for hamiorrhoids the author favors the use 
of the ligature as the easiest and most generally useful. 

Every ana:sthetist should read the chapter on anaesthesia and 
anaesthetics in this book. It is a thoroughly up-to-date resume. 
The preparation of the patient is fully discussed. The differences 
and the effects of ether and chloroform and the practical points in 
their administration are presented. The other agents, such as 
chloroform and oxygen, ether and oxygen, and the numerous 
other mixtures and agents, are described. A section is devoted 
to the treatment of the complications developing during the an¬ 
aesthetic state. “ Cocainization of the spinal cord,” he says, " is 
not growing in popularity. It is regarded by most surgeons as 
rather a surgical curiosity.” 

Diseases and injuries of the thyroid gland and the surgery 
of the lymphatics are brought fully up to date. The references 
are to the very recent literature on these subjects. The same may 
be said of the surgery of the kidneys and bladder. Bristow’s 
method of dilating the bladder with air for suprapubic cystotomy 
is endorsed. 

The different methods of dealing with the hypertrophied 
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prostate arc judiciously considered. The newer perineal opera¬ 
tions arc described. 

The book closes with a chapter on amputations and a chapter 
on the X-ray as a diagnostic and therapeutic agent,—both good. 

We have only these criticisms to offer: A vague thing or 
condition called “ scrofula” is described to the detriment of the 
book. The impossibility of bony union in unoperated fracture of 
the patella and the constant presence of intervening clot and torn 
aponeurosis are not made clear. The picture on page 633 is a 
surgical caricature and an anatomical burlesque. Under tbe head¬ 
ing, “ Effect of Bacteria upon Bacteria,” we find this: “ The strep¬ 
tococcus of erysipelas is antagonistic to the bacillus of anthrax and 
also to syphilis, tuberculosis, and sarcoma.” Now, just what 
bacteria of sarcoma arc meant here we do not understand, particu¬ 
larly as we believe that bacteria have nothing to do with sarcoma. 
The excision of chronically inflamed bursae sacs is not men¬ 
tioned. 

These few things stand in such relation to the immense prac¬ 
tical value of the work and its completeness as a surgical manual 
that they need be considered only as of small importance. The 
book is a credit to the author and publishers, and a stepping-stone 
towards the supremacy of American surgery. 

James P. Wardasse. 

Chirurgie des Ova 1 res kt des Trompes. Par A. Monprofit, 
Profcsseur dc Clinique Chirurgicale a l’ficole dc Medicine, 
Chirnrgien dc ITIotcl-Dicu d’Angers. Paris: Institut Inter¬ 
national de Bibliographic Scicntifiquc, 1903. 

Surgery of the Ovaries and Tubes. By A. Monprofit, of 
Angers. Prcsse Scientifique International, 93 Boulevard 
Saint-Germain, Paris. 

This excellent work is dedicated by the author to Felix Ter¬ 
rier, who has written a preface in which he felicitates the author 
upon the rare judgment shown in advocating conservative pro¬ 
cedures and the courage in radical operations. 
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The book opens with a description of the older operations 
for cystic tumors of the ovary. The several methods of puncture 
and tapping are described with the histories of these methods. 
Among these operations which are of historic interest are de¬ 
scribed puncture and paracentesis, puncture with injection into 
the cyst, puncture and drainage, incision of the cyst after pro¬ 
voking adhesions to the abdominal wall, marsupialization, vaginal 
puncture, perineal incision, parasacral incision, and rectal punc¬ 
ture and incision. These methods arc set forth in detail, and arc 
given the same attention as though they were acceptable surgical 
procedures. 

The author next takes up the modern conservative operations 
upon the uterine adnexa. The technique of abdominal section is 
carefully described, a great deal of attention being given to the 
instruments and appliances. Among these we find a self-retaining 
retractor, invented by the author, one blade of which fits in the 
vagina, the other, a broader blade, makes downward traction in 
the lower angle of the median abdominal wound. " Quelle sim¬ 
plicity” the author observes after describing the method of 
placing it in position. 

A section of several chapters is given to conservative opera¬ 
tions upon the ovaries, in which many valuable operative pro¬ 
cedures are described. It is in this chapter that the operation of 
intra-abdominal massage of the ovary is described, an operation 
which Terrier refers to in his preface as a manifestation of the 
march of surgery on the road of progress. In this operation the 
ovary is lifted into the wound and subjected to a gentle rolling 
massage between the fingers.- The operation is applied in cases 
of congestion and chronic inflammation. The author has used it 
in a number of cases with good result. 

Operations upon the tubes and ovaries by the vaginal route 
are well described. It is in this field that the French surgeons 
have excelled. 

The second half of the book is devoted to the radical opera- 
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tions. Normal ovariotomy for the cure of extra-ovarian condi¬ 
tions lie gives Battey the credit of first doing. When we come to 
the history of ovariotomy or cysto-oophorectomy, McDowell is 
not regarded as the pioneer. Robert Houston is the father of 
ovariotomy, the author claims. He shows that Houston, of Glas¬ 
gow, did the operation in 1701, more than a hundred years before 
McDowell, and refers to an article by Finlayson in 1896, and to 
an article in the British Medical Journal in 1897, as authorities 
for the statement. The report of Houston’s case appeared in The 
Philosophical Transactions (Vol. xxxiii) in 1726. The opera¬ 
tion, he shows, was first suggested by Th. Schorkopolf in 1685. 
The medical historian will find some valuable information on this 
subject. 

This book is a systematic treatise on the surgery of the ova¬ 
ries and tubes. It is provided with a complete index; and a fine 
attention to system characterizes the work. The chapter on each 
disease is divided into parts falling under these headings: defini¬ 
tion, synonyms, varieties, history, operations, results, indications. 
The historical considerations are especially full and valuable. 

The work is well illustrated. Many of the pictures are orig¬ 
inal : the best are borrowed from Kelly. 

James P. Warbasse. 


A Treatise on Organic Nervous Diseases. By M. Allen 
Starr, M.D., Ph.D., LL.D., Professor of the Mind and Ner¬ 
vous System in the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
(Columbia University), etc. Pp. 742. New York and Phila¬ 
delphia: Lea Brothers & Co., 1903. 

It would be impracticable to epitomize the entire work of 
Professor Starr, as well as unfair to both author and book, but 
one or two points of excellence, especially such as appeal to the 
general practitioner, deserve mention. Possibly because of its 
showincss the localization of cerebral neoplasms and injuries is 
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always of paramount interest to physician, surgeon, and necrolo¬ 
gist alike, and the chapters devoted to abscess and neoplasms, while 
brief, are excellent. 

The diagnosis and localization of brain diseases—a most im¬ 
portant section—receive somewhat more detailed treatment, the 
various subjective and objective symptoms being traced to their 
anatomical source. Not the least valuable portion of this chapter 
is the abundance of diagrams and plates; though for that matter 
these necessary adjuncts are unusually profuse and good through¬ 
out the entire volume, some being old friends, like the diagram 
of the “ concept Bell,” but most being new. Professor Starr is 
fortunate in being able to draw from the anatomical preparations 
of the College of Physicians and Surgeons as well as front his 
own extensive material. An unusually large proportion of the 
plates are colored,—a distinct advantage. 

The importance of ocular symptoms is duly emphasized in 
an interesting section and embellished with colored plates of the 
fundus oculi in health and disease. The cranial nerves are in¬ 
cluded in this chapter, which is one that will well repay careful 
study. While expertness in ophthalmoscopy can be reached by 
only a few, all should be impressed by the important aid that 
comes from an examination of the fundus and from alterations 
in the visual field, and should in all appropriate cases early avail 
themselves of experienced aid in this form of diagnosis. 

The author furnishes a very acceptable chapter on apoplexy, 
one that should appeal to every one who has had this condition 
to deal with. After urging the imperative need for the exact 
determination of the cause and the location of the injury, he gives 
some thoroughly practical directions for the management of the 
case. Among other matters he urges the value of venesection 
when rationally employed, and condemns the routine practice of 
administering potassium iodide; quoting Carter to show that it 
does not affect blood-pressure, and hence is not indicated in 
arteriosclerotic patients. While it is by no means fair to judge 
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from a limited experience and is possibly presumptuous to ques¬ 
tion the dictum of such an authority, the reviewer feels that he 
must urge his belief that iodine is at least occasionally useful in 
patients with high tension arteries where nephritis is a complica¬ 
tion, judging from a fall of twenty-five to thirty millimetres 
pressure with a corresponding increase in the amount of urine 
secreted under moderate doses of hydriodic acid. 1 Iowovcr, cx- 
ccptio rcgulum probat. 

Tabes dorsalis furnishes material for a well-written chapter. 
The arrangement by topics and the orderly grouping of the 
subject-matter together with the clear, terse style makes this, as 
most of the other chapters, very attractive reading. The favorable 
comment on the preceding chapters selected at random may be 
extended to the whole book, although there are one or two minor 
matters that might be criticised unfavorably were one so inclined. 
The index, for example, while good, is not so complete as it 
should be in a work of such importance. It has been objected 
that the consideration of a number of conditions is lacking in 
detail. While this may be a fault in the eyes of the neurologist, 
it seems from the view-point of the general practitioner to be 
abundantly ample for a text-book, for the principles of diagnosis 
and treatment arc thoroughly emphasized. 

Henry Goodwin Webster. 

Clinical Pathology of tiie Blood. A Treatise on the General 
Principles and Special Applications of Haematology. By 
James Ewing. Second Edition. New York and Philadel¬ 
phia: Lea Brothers & Co., 1903. 

In revising the first edition of this work, while Dr. Ewing 
has duly considered the advances made in hxmatology and has 
made additions to several chapters, lie has made but few radical 
changes. 

The work is divided into five parts. 1. General physiology 
and pathology of the blood. 2. Special pathology. 3. The acute 
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infectious diseases. 4* Constitutional diseases, 5* General dis¬ 
eases of viscera. 

Eacli chapter is accompanied by an extensive bibliography, 
which greatly increases the value of the work to the advanced 
student. 

To the surgeon the sections on acute infectious diseases and 
carcinoma and sarcoma are most important, lhe author states 
that “while the rule that suppuration induces leucocytosis is 
almost invariable, it must be remembered that leucocytosis may 
promptly disappear when the exudation ceases, and that suppura¬ 
tions involving mucous surfaces may induce very slight leucocy¬ 
tosis.” In discussing the bacteriology of the blood, the author has 
not changed from the position which he held two years ago, de¬ 
spite the many convincing experiments of other workers, 'lhe 
reviewer does not believe that the evidence has been fairly pre¬ 
sented by Dr. Ewing, and that he is not justified in drawing the 
conclusion that, “ In the great majority of cases of local or gen¬ 
eral septic infection, septicopyemia, septicemia, pyemia, diffuse 
suppuration, osteomyelitis, etc., bacteria arc present in the circu¬ 
lating blood only for short periods and at frequent intervals, 
most frequently during chills. ... In a very moderate number 
of cases of septic infection, especially those which arc not attended 
by local abscess formation, the bacterial agent may be isolated 
from the blood during the progress of the disease.” 

In reference to carcinoma, it is stated that, in view of the 
variety and frequency of the complications of this disease, it is 
unwise to draw any narrow diagnostic conclusions from the pres¬ 
ence or absence of leucocytosis. On the other hand, in sarcoma 
there appears a distinct leucocytosis which tends to persist and 
increase. 

The work as a whole is admirably written. The illustrations 
are good. The arrangement of the text adapts it to the use of 
the student and general reader, for the theoretical discussions and 
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abstracts, etc., which interest the more advanced workers, have 
been put in fine print. 

Paul Monroe Pilcher. 

Transactions oe tiie Southern Surgical and Gynaecolog¬ 
ical Association. Vol, XV. Fifteenth Session. Edited by 

W. D. Haggard, M.D., 1903. 

TIi is volume contains the papers and discussions and the 
minutes of the proceedings of the fifteenth annual meeting of this 
society, held at Cincinnati. The papers are of a high class, and 
deal with the questions uppermost in professional thought. The 
volume is well edited and does credit to the association and its 
editor. 

The scientific work represented in the Transactions of this 
Society shows that it is entitled to take its place among the scien¬ 
tific societies of the world. The first subject dealt with is the 
Treatment of Hypertrophy of the Prostate. In the discussion of 
this subject, Dr. A. I-I. Ferguson presents the advantages of the 
perineal operation for the extirpation of the hypertrophied gland. 
The median perineal incision he declares to be the incision of the 
expert. The present status of the perineal operation, he says, 
shows about 200 cases operated upon with less than 5 per cent, 
mortality. 

Dr. Joseph Taber Johnson’s paper on the general subject of 
Gonorrhcea is followed by a discussion in which it is evident that 
there is a good deal of difference of opinion concerning this ques¬ 
tion, and, furthermore, that it is one of the most important sub¬ 
jects with which the medical profession has to deal. 

Dr. George H. Noble has a paper, well illustrated, de¬ 
scribing a Method of Suturing the Fascia and Levator Ani Muscle 
in Perineorrhaphy. lie shows also a method of operating for 
complete laceration of the perineum, designed for the purpose of 
eliminating danger of infection from the rectum. The illustra- 
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tions of this paper would do credit to a text-book of surgery 
It shows careful preparation and represents a high class of work. 

The reviewer is attracted particularly by a paper by Dr. 
Hugh II. Young on the Surgery of the Lower Ureter. The 
author describes first the anatomy of the pelvic ureter; and then 
takes up separately each of the anomalies and diseases of this por¬ 
tion of the ureter requiring surgical treatment. These are pro¬ 
lapse, ureteritis, calculus, fistula, tumors, valve formation, and 
stricture. Seven cases are reported illustrating these conditions. 

Able papers by Dr. Samuel Lloyd on Gastro-enterostomy 
with the McGrow ligature, Maurice H. Richardson on The Indi¬ 
cations for Extirpation of the Gall-Bladder, A. II. Ferguson, G. 
H. Noble, and F. F. Simpson on Treatment of Retrodisplaccnicnts 
of the Uterus, J. S. Horsley 011 Posttyphoidal Disease of the Ribs, 
J. B. Deaver 011 The Treatment of Gall-Stones, and E. D. Martin 
on Spinal Analgesia, add interest and value to the volume, which 
closes with sketches of the lives of some of the eminent men of 
the South. There arc excellent full-page copies of portraits of 
McDowell, Sims, Dudley, Warren Stone, Paid F. Eve, Haggard, 
McGuire, Bedford Brown, Robert Battcy, David W. Yandcll, Wil¬ 
liam T, Briggs, Claudius Henry Mastin, Henry F. Campbell, 
Robert A. Kinloch, Albert B. Miles, and James T. Jclks. 

James P. Warbasse. 

International Clinics. Edited by A. O. J. Kelly, A.M., M.D. 

Vols. II and III, Thirteenth Scries, 1903. Philadelphia: 

J. B. Lippincott Company, 1903. 

Of these two volumes, Vol. II contains a series of papers and 
discussions upon the summer diseases of children. There are also 
a paper by Dr. Opie on the symptoms and treatment of disease 
of the pancreas, and one by Dr. Deaver on the diagnosis and sur¬ 
gical treatment of disease of the pancreas. Another section of 
this volume is given to therapeutics, in which we find papers on 
Trunecek’s serum in arteriosclerosis; practical notes on the pro- 
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phylactic and curative treatment of influenza, malaria, erysipelas, 
and ozscna; local treatment as a recent advance in therapeutics; 
and the rest treatment. Other sections are given to general medi¬ 
cine, surgery, pediatrics, obstetrics, gynecology, and ophthal¬ 
mology. 

Dr. Opic gives an exhaustive discussion of pancreatic dis¬ 
eases. The author first discusses the symptoms of the various 
lesions of this organ. These fall under the two heads of (1) 
symptoms which result from impairment of the internal function 
of the pancreas, and (2) symptoms which follow alterations of 
the external secretions. He also takes up the clinical significance 
of fat necrosis, acute haemorrhagic pancreatitis, acute gangrenous 
pancreatitis, chronic pancreatitis, and pancreatitis as a complica¬ 
tion of other diseases. 

Dr. Deavcr’s paper is an especially valuable contribution to 
the surgery of the pancreas, and is illustrated with a large number 
of reports of cases. 

The diagnosis and treatment of haemorrhoids is discussed by 
Dr. Gay, who gives the practical methods of examination and 
diagnosis, and then goes on to the treatment. Many cases he 
insists do not require operation. The treatment by antiseptic 
astringent applications is advised in the mild cases. He also advo¬ 
cates the injection of carbolic acid in suitable cases. Other cases, 
without distinct tumor, are treated by the application of nitric 
acid. The usually employed surgical procedures are'also de¬ 
scribed. 

The most important surgical paper is that by Mr. Bishop on 
abdomino-pelvic diagnosis. This lecture deals with swellings, and 
is one of a series of lectures on abdominal diagnosis. The value of 
Jcnner’s test for the differentiation of tumors of the abdominal wall 
is discussed. Consideration is also given to the differential diag¬ 
nosis of the various hernias. 

Dr. Roncali has reported a lecture on the surgical relief of 
epilepsy, in which early and prompt operation for this condition is 
advocated. 
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Vol. Ill contains a symposium of medical and surgical papers 
on diseases of the gall-passages and gall-bladder. Dr. Musser’s 
paper shows valuable temperature studies and reports of cases. 
He advocates cholecystotomy as the best cure for cholecystitis. 
A very valuable paper is that on the causation, symptoms, and 
diagnosis of gall-stones by Dr. Rudolph. This presents the sub¬ 
ject in a very clear light. 

Dr. Stockton’s paper considers the diagnosis and treatment 
of cholecystitis from a medical stand-point. He insists that, while 
it is not only useless hut reprehensible to delay the assistance 
which surgical intervention alone can bring to many patients, we 
are not yet in a position where it is proper to demand a chole¬ 
cystotomy as soon as a diagnosis of gall-stone is made. The 
majority of patients, he says, can be greatly benefited by appro¬ 
priate medical treatment, and many will recover by medical treat¬ 
ment alone; and he goes on to lay down a very rational line of 
treatment for these cases. We cannot sec, however, how salol, 
sodium salicylate, aspirin, and antipyrin can have much effect 
on these cases. The surgical side of this question is discussed by 
Dr. Lejars and Dr. Deaver. Other surgical papers are on cocaine 
anaesthesia, general anaesthesia, asepsis and antisepsis, gastros¬ 
tomy, concussion of the brain, intrascrotal tumors, and the modern 
treatment of varicose veins. 

Each of these volumes contains a good index. 

James P. Warbasse. 
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